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Iron City Blues
A Scott Jackson Film
Gemini Group

In southern Tennessee, near
the Alabama border, is Iron City.
Settled in the early 1800s, it was at
one time Tennessee’s wealthiest city
with a rich concentration of iron
ore fueling industrial revolution
growth. But the iron mines left
during the Great Depression and
the population dwindled toless than
500 people. The DVDisadocumen-
tary about the town and its years of
fire, decay, and lawlessness.

The principle “investigator” is
Big Mike Griffin. Standing 6'10",
he is an imposing guitar player and
motorcyclistwhodecidesto visitthe
town and talk to the locals about
their experiences. Though warned
that anarchy prevails, Griffinand a
pal ride into town, after which he is
inspired to write and record a song
“Iron City Blues,” which is later
debuted in front of a rowdy crowd.
It’sacompelling film,and verymuch
avisit to a part of the world that few
of us ever see._

To his credit, Griffin relates easily
totheIron Citylocals,and the music
he creates, while somewhat deriva-
tive, is still catchy and performed

with particular panache during the
live concert.

The film has already been recog-
nized at a number of festivals and
this DVD includes a bonus CD of
19 Griffin originals that mix blues
and Southern rock with Tele twang
and the stomp of some mighty big
boots. - ECS
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“A compelling
film, and very
much a visit to a
part of the world
that few of us
ever see.”

-Vintage Guitar
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